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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
L The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Claim 1, line 4 states 
"plurality of predetermined people other than the customer", it is unclear to the examiner how 
the customer can be excluded from the predetermined people in the database in view of the 
specification. * 

Claims 2-7 are rejected because they are dependent upon claim 1 . 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 6, 7, 14, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Re claim 2 and 14, the phrase "other eye scans" renders the claim(s) indefinite because 
the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "other eye 
scans"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Re claim 3 recites the limitation "the group of databases" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Re claims 6 and 7 recites the limitation "the identifies" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Re claim 18 recites the limitation "the first" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Re claim 19 recites the limitation "the first" in line 2 and 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claim 1, 2, and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ort et al. 
(5,659,626). 

Re claim 1 : Ort discloses of a method comprising of detecting biometric information of a 
customer (col 1, lines 50-57); comparing the biometric information of the customer against a 
database of biometric information (col 2, lines 5-26) of a plurality of predetermined people other 
than the customer to yield one or more people having biometric information that most closely 
matches the biometric information of the customer (col 1, lines 57-61); and, indicating to the 
customer by the entertainment machine of identities of the one or more people having biometric 
information that most closely matches the biometric information of the customer (col 2, lines 5- 
15). 

Ort further discloses: 

Re claim 2: the biometric information of the customer comprises acquiring one or more of: facial 
images of the customer; voice samples of the customer; fingerprint scans of the customer; 
handprint scans of the customer; and, retinal or other eye scans of the customer (col 1, lines 50- 
58) 



Re claim 4: comparing the biometric information of the customer against the database of 
biometric information of the plurality of predetermined people other than the customer comprises 
yielding a predetermined number of the one or more people having biometric information that 



Application/Control Number: 10/760,044 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3709 

most closely matches the biometric information of the customer (col 1, lines 50-67; col 2, lines 
15-26; col 2, lines 57-57; col 3, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 5: comparing the biometric information of the customer against the database of 
biometric information of the plurality of predetermined people other than the customer comprises 
yielding the one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
biometric information of the customer as the one or more people having biometric information 
that matches the biometric information of the customer by more than a threshold (col 1, lines 50- 
67; col 2, lines 15-26; col 2, lines 57-57; col 3, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 6: indicating to the customer by the entertainment machine of the identifies of the one 
or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the biometric 
information of the customer comprises displaying at least one of a picture and a name of each of 
the one or more people (col 1, lines 25-29). 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

8. Claims 1-8, 10-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Howard et al. (US 2004/0133582 Al) 
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Re claim 1 : Howard discloses of a method comprising of detecting biometric information of a 
customer; comparing the biometric information of the customer against a database of biometric 
information (abstract; page 12, 1f 149) of a plurality of predetermined people other than the 
customer to yield one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
biometric information of the customer (page 12, U 143-145); and, indicating to the customer by 
the entertainment machine of identities of the one or more people having biometric information 
that most closely matches the biometric information of the customer (page 12, U 148). 

Howard further discloses: 

Re claim 2: the biometric information of the customer comprises acquiring one or more of: facial 
images of the customer; voice samples of the customer; fingerprint scans of the customer; 
handprint scans of the customer; and, retinal or other eye scans of the customer (page 2, 1f 19-20). 

Re claim 3: the biometric information of the customer against the database of biometric 
information of the plurality of predetermined people other than the customer comprises 
comparing the biometric information of the customer against one or more databases selected 
from the group of databases comprising: a database of biometric information of a plurality of 
famous individuals; a database of biometric information of a plurality of sports stars; a database 
of biometric information of a plurality of celebrities; a database of biometric information of a 
plurality of politicians; a database of biometric information of a plurality of historical figures; 
and, a database of biometric information of a plurality of fictitious characters (page 12, U 147- 
149). 
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Re claim 4: comparing the biometric information of the customer against the database of 
biometric information of the plurality of predetermined people other than the customer comprises 
yielding a predetermined number of the one or more people having biometric information that 
most closely matches the biometric information of the customer (page 12, ^ 143-145). 

Re claim 5: comparing the biometric information of the customer against the database of 
biometric information of the plurality of predetermined people other than the customer comprises 
yielding the one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
biometric information of the customer as the one or more people having biometric information 
that matches the biometric information of the customer by more than a threshold (page 12, 1f 143- 
149). 

Re claim 6: indicating to the customer by the entertainment machine of the identifies of the one 
or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the biometric 
information of the customer comprises displaying at least one of a picture and a name of each of 
the one or more people (page 2, U 1 9-21 ). 

Re claim 7: indicating to the customer by the entertainment machine of the identifies of the one 
or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the biometric 
information of the customer comprises printing a hardcopy of at least a picture and a name of 
each of the one or more people (page 8, If 1 1 2). 
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Re claim 8: Howard discloses of a biometric acquisition mechanism to obtain biometric 
information of a customer; a computer-readable medium having stored thereon a database of 
biometric information of a plurality of predetermined people (abstract; page 2, U 19-21); a 
comparison mechanism to compare the biometric information of the customer against the 
database to yield one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
biometric information of the customer (page 12, U 143-145); and, an output mechanism to 
indicate to the customer the one or more people having biometric information that most closely 
matches the biometric information of the customer (page 8, U 1 12); 

Howard further discloses: 

Re claim 10: the biometric acquisition mechanism comprises one or more of: an image-capturing 
mechanism to capture at least one of facial -images, retinal scans, and eye scans of the customer; 
a sound-recording mechanism to record voice samples of the customer; and, a touch-sensitive 
mechanism to Obtain at least one of fingerprint scans and handprint scans of the customer (page 
1,1112-13). 

Re claim 1 1 : the database comprises one or more of: a database of biometric information of a 
plurality of famous individuals; a database of biometric information of a plurality of sports stars; 
a database of biometric information of a plurality of celebrities; a database of biometric 
information of a plurality of politicians; a database of biometric information of a plurality of 
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historical figure; and, a database of biometric information of a plurality of fictitious characters 
(page 12 5 H147-149). 

Re claim 12: the output mechanism comprises at least one of: a display device, and a printing 
device (page 8, H 112). 

Re claim 13: detecting biometric information of a first customer by an entertainment machine; 
detecting biometric information of a second customer by the entertainment machine; determining 
how closely the biometric information of the first customer and the biometric information of the 
second customer match; and, indicating how closely the biometric information of the first 
customer and the biometric information of the second customer match to the first and the second 
customers by the entertainment machine (page 2, If 22-23). 

Re claim 14: detecting the biometric information comprises acquiring one or more of: facial 
images; voice samples; fingerprint scans; handprint scans; and, retinal or other eye scans (page 7, 
1f100; page 8, If 105; fig 1). 

Re claim 15: determining how closely the biometric information of the first customer and the 
biometric information of the second customer match comprises determining a similarity value 
between the biometric information of the first customer and the biometric information of the 
second customer (page 10, U 125 and 126). 
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Re claim 16: indicating how closely the biometric information of the first customer and the 
biometric information of the second customer match to the first and the second customers 
comprises displaying the similarity value (page 2, H 22-23; page 7, If 102; page 10, U 125 and 126). 

Re claim 17: indicating how closely the biometric information of the first customer and the 
biometric information of the second customer match to the first and the second customers 
comprises printing a hardcopy of the similarity value (fig 4). 

Re claim 1 8: a biometric acquisition mechanism to obtain biometric information of a first 
customer and biometric information of a second customer; a comparison mechanism to 
determine how closely the biometric information of the first customer matches the biometric 
information of the second customer; and, an output mechanism to indicate to the first and the 
second customers how closely the biometric information of the first customer matches the 
biometric information of the second customer (page 10, If 125 and 126). 

Re claim 20: means for obtaining biometric information from a plurality of customers; means for 
storing a database of biometric information of a plurality of predetermined plurality; means for 
comparing the biometric information of each customer against the database to yield one or more 
people having biometric information that most closely matches the biometric information of the 
customer; means for determining how closely the biometric information of each customer 
matches the biometric information of each other customer; and, means for indicating to each 
customer the one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
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biometric information of the customer and how closely the biometric information of the 
customer matches the biometric information of at least one of the other customers, (page 2, If 29- 
21; page 6, If 88 and 89; page 7, If 102; page 8, If 104 -106, U 111-113; Fig 3), (claim 20 invokes 112 
6 th paragraph). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Howard 
in view of Walker et al. (6,1 10,041). The teachings of Howard have been discussed above. 

Re claim 9: Howard did not teach a credit-accepting mechanism to accept cash-oriented credit 
from the customer and in response initiate obtaining the biometric information of the customer, 
comparing the biometric information of the customer against the database, and indicating to the 
customer the one or more people having biometric information that most closely matches the 
biometric information of the customer. 



Howard Further did not teach: 
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Re claim 19: a credit-accepting mechanism to accept cash-oriented credit from at least one of the 
first and the second customers and in response initiating obtaining the biometric information, 
determining how closely the biometric information of the first customer matches the biometric- 
information of the second customer, and indicating to the first and the second customers how 
Closely the biometric information of the first customer matches the biometric information of the 
second customer. 

Walker teaches that the machine can accept cash-oriented credit from customers in his patent 
(abstract). 

Therefore in view of Walker, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use a credit-accepting mechanism to accept cash-oriented credit 
from the customer for convenience and ease of payment options. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Meyer discloses in his invention of a method for determining compatibility and 
resemblance between people using biometric face recognition. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kang Hu whose telephone number is (571)270-1344. The 
examiner can normally be reached oh 7:30 - 5(M-F) (Off every other friday). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong-Suk(James) Lee can be reached on 571-272-7044. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/KH/ 
Kang Hu 
Dec 13,2006 




